
	  

Arts & Dementia: A European Perspective 
International Conference 
4 July, 2017 
 
10am-5pm 
Kilkenny Castle 
 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
9.30am – 10am  REGISTRATION / Tea/Coffee 
  
10am   Butler Gallery Welcome and Conference Opening  

- Anna O’Sullivan, Director Butler Gallery  
 
10.10am – 10.30am A European Perspective: Presenting the Museums, Art & Alzheimer’s project  

- Bairbre-Ann Harkin, Butler Gallery Education Curator 
 
10.30 – 11.15am Dementia & Imagination: Art as Inspiration, Artists as Researchers 
   - Clive Parkinson (Director of Arts for Health at Manchester Metropolitan University) 

 
11.15 – 11.40am  Tea / Coffee  
 
11.40am – 1pm  Panel Discussion: A Multi-disciplinary examination of the value of arts and 

dementia programming. 
-Chaired by Helen O’Donoghue (Head of Learning and Participation IMMA) with 
participation from Ronan Smith (Actor, Director, Member of Irish Dementia 
Working Group), Professor Eamon O’Shea (Personal Professor in the School of 
Business & Economics / inaugural Director of the Irish Centre for Social 
Gerontology (ICSG) at the NUI Galway), Rionnach Ní Néill (Dance artist, Curator, 
Artist Director of Ciotóg) 

 
1 – 2pm  LUNCH     Kilkenny Design Centre Restaurant 
 
2pm – 3pm  Afternoon workshops  
 
3 – 3.30pm  Tea/Coffee 
 
3.30 – 4.30pm  Afternoon workshops  
 
4.30 – 5pm  Voices of Spring Community Choir Performance  
 Closing Remarks 
 
5pm    ENDS 



	  

Workshop Information: 
Delegates will have the opportunity to attend two workshops, registration will be taken on the morning of 
the event and places will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 
Workshop 1:  2 – 3pm 
Workshop 2:  3.30 – 4.30pm 
 
 
Poetry in the Gallery          Butler Gallery (Gallery 1) 
Cristina Bucci, Marino Marini Museum Florence 
 

In this workshop, using artworks from Eithne Jordan’s exhibition, When walking, Cristina Bucci will discuss and 
demonstrate facilitation strategies used during the Art in Your Hands programme for people living with dementia 
at the Marino Marini Museum, Florence. Participants will experience at first-hand, how by describing and discussing  
the artwork together, they can create a poem inspired by the artwork. This activity not only enables participants to 
engage meaningfully with the artwork, but also encourages communication and offers an opportunity for self-expression.  
 
Exploring Azure Dementia-Friendly Art Tours          Butler Gallery (Gallery 4) 
Caroline Orr, Barry Keogh – Irish Museum of Modern Art 
 

In this workshop Caroline Orr and Barry Kehoe from IMMA (Irish Museum of Modern Art) will demonstrate 
an Azure dementia-friendly guided tour using selected art works in the Eithne Jordan When walking exhibition at  
Butler Gallery. While experiencing first-hand how the Azure model of facilitation can enable a deeper engagement  
with art works and encourage the sharing of observations and thoughts within a tour group, workshop participants  
will also be given the opportunity to reflect on the framework of the model. Azure tours, available at a various arts 
venues nationwide, are specifically designed to support people living with dementia and their family, friends or 
professional carers, to take part in facilitated art-looking and enjoy a social gallery or museum visit.  
 
The name I like to be called   Duchess Boardroom, Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle 
Caroline Schofield, Artist (Waterford Healing Arts Trust Artist-in-Residence 2016)  
 

Caroline Schofield will discuss her Waterford Healing Arts Trust residency at Univeristy Hospital Waterford, where  
she engaged with patients in Medical 5, the ward for older people and became an active member of the Dementia 
Friendly Working Group in the hospital. During this workshop, participants will be invite to engage in a creative  
process using stitch to mediate and form a conversation; giving participants an insight into the methodology  
employed by Caroline to communicate during her artist residency within this acute setting.  
 
In the Picture at Uillinn        Muniments Room, Ground Floor, Kilkenny Castle 
Justine Foster, Sarah Cairns, Sarah Ruttle – West Cork Art Centre 
 

An introduction to In the Picture at Uillinn; our participant profile and the context in which we deliver the programme 
with Justine Foster (Programme Manager), an insight into the training and communication methodology as an  
integral aspect to the programme with Sarah Cairns (Dementia Advisor and Facilitator) followed by an interactive 
experience of the delivery methods by Sarah Ruttle (Visual Artist) with Sarah Cairns. ‘In The Picture’ facilitators are 
very experienced in both care and arts professions. They create a warm atmosphere that encourages meaningful 
interactions where every person gets to enjoy the engagement at their own pace. Participants can expect a seated  
tour of the gallery where time is given to looking and experiencing the artwork along with the many wonderful views  
and architectural aspects of the building. 


